The Paediatric Cochlear Implant Program at the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto.
Ontario has a province-wide program for provision of cochlear implants. Toronto's Hospital for Sick Children is one of three designated centres that service the paediatric population. This cochlear implant program was established in 1989. Since that time, 37 children (as of May 1996) have been provided with cochlear implants. The program also services Ontario residents who were implanted elsewhere. In the following, we provide a detailed description of the program, including the processes through which children are selected as candidates, the follow-up studies that we carry out, and the roles of various health care professionals involved. We present a demographic survey of our patient population to date, and discuss some of the important issues relating to candidacy.